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Business travelers know that sometimes they just can't be there in person. But that doesn't mean you 

can be there virtually. Recent developments have made the price of introductory Web-based video 

monitoring capabilities practical for a wide range of users. While nothing beats going home to your 

own house, if you're on a business trip and just want to check up on things, it might be worth 

considering investing in a home video monitoring system. 

Home (or business) video monitoring systems are simply cameras (pretty much like a customized 

version of your Webcam) that can be set up to record or broadcast video images to remote devices.  

The Lorex LIVE Connect video monitoring system (LW2031 Series) is a complete solution for business 

travelers that want to easily set up a remove monitoring video camera, either to check in on things in 

their house, or to keep an eye on the business. 

The Lorex LIVE Connect video monitoring system includes a small, rechargeable video camera that 

broadcasts wirelessly to a base station. The base station can then feed the video out through a Skype 

account to your iPhone or remote computer. The package also includes a small, handheld monitor for 

local (near the base station) use.  

Set up was simple, and using the remote viewing software (Skype) was easy once it was set up. You 

simply select the name of the contact (i.e., "home camera") you want to connect to, and Skype does 

the connection. A few seconds later, you have a live video stream on your iPad or iPhone.  

It's also worth noting that none of this requires you have your computer running or involved. The 

video camera talks to the base station, which connects directly via Skype to your remote monitoring 

device (i.e., iPhone, etc.).  

It only took me about 20 minutes to set up the Lorex LIVE Connect video monitoring system, including 

creating a new Skype account and setting up the camera.  
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Description 

The Lorex LIVE Connect video monitoring system (Model No: LW2031, LW2031P, $299.99) is a 

complete package. It includes a manual as well as a quick set up guide. The Lorex LIVE Connect video 

monitoring system connects to remote systems over (free) Skype, so you don't have to pay any 

additional fees for ongoing access to your video camera.  

The solution is available with and without a handheld monitor, which can be used for local viewing of 

the videos. Both iPhones and iPads can be used to view the video feed with, simply by using the 

iPhone Skype application.  

Camera 

The system's camera is wireless and is about the size of a small coffee cup. It has an adjustable base 

that makes it easy to aim in the right direction. The camera connects to the base station wirelessly, so 

there are no cords to connect. You do have to plug the camera in, but it has a built-in rechargeable 

lithium battery if you’re only going to use it for a limited time. If you're leaving on a business trip, 

you'll have to have the camera plugged into so that the video feed will be available. The camera also 

includes a microphone so you can hear what's happening at the remote site. The camera also has an 

automatic night vision mode that’s capable of capturing images up to 22 feet away.  

The overall system can also be expanded with accessory kits to include up to 4 cameras.  

Base Station and Monitor 

The base station is a compact little device about the size of two decks of cards that plugs into an 

Ethernet connection to your home network.  

The system also includes a handheld monitor with a 2.4" LCD display. It's the size of a small, thin cell 

phone and allows you to monitor the video feed when you’re within range of the base station—

basically, around the house. The monitor also allows users to take and store pictures and video onto a 

microSD card.  

Real Life Testing 

When I tested the Lorex LIVE Connect video monitoring system, it was fairly easy to set up. It 

probably took me a total of about 20 minutes to unpack it, plug in the devices, and configure the 

software (mainly setting up Skype accounts and making sure the base station is tied into a Skype 

account).  

The video feed itself was relatively good, about equivalent to a basic Webcam view. You’re definitely 

not going to be entering anything this device captures in a high definition video contest, but at the 

same time, the video was clear and smooth. The microphone did a good job picking up local noise and 

wasn’t distracting or out-of-balance.  

Notes and Details 

Note: to use the system remotely requires Skype mobile version 3.0 or above, and relatively current 

iPhone or iPad. The stated range for the wireless camera is up to 150 feet indoors, but will definitely 

vary depending on your conditions.  



You'll also want to note that remote viewing requires a high-speed Internet connection and router.  

The Lorex LIVE Connect video monitoring system includes: wireless camera, handheld receiver, 

gateway with antenna, 3 x power adapters, 1GB microSD memory card, SD-to-microSD adapter, 

Quick Start Guide, manual, 3ft network cable (RJ45)  

Pros 

There are lots of positive things to like about the Lorex LIVE Connect video monitoring system. It was 

simple to set up. It has a reasonable price ($299). It works with Skype so that your remote 

monitoring is free so there are no subscriptions or recurring monthly costs. The system includes a 

monitor for local use (in case you want to also use it as a baby monitor, for example). The camera and 

base station seem well-designed, with small footprints and a user-friendly feel.  

Cons 

The only potential negative that I encountered with the Lorex LIVE Connect video monitoring system 

was that quality of the video, which was pretty good. The video stream won’t give you high-definition 

video and it won’t provide really detailed shots of your home or business, but the video is definitely 

good enough to give you a solid view into the remote environment.  

Recommendations for Business Travelers 

I would definitely recommend the Lorex LIVE Connect video monitoring system to business travelers 

that are interested in remote video monitoring. It's a well-designed system that easy to use and 

delivers what it promises.  

If you’ve never thought, or perhaps even if you have thought, about purchasing a remote video 

monitoring system for your home or place of business, now might be the time. The price/performance 

of these systems has fallen so much that it’s possible to get a high-quality solution for an inexpensive 

price. Coupled with a the free Skype service, the Lorex LIVE Connect video monitoring system is a 

great option for business travelers that want to keep an eye on things when they’re gone.  

About.com’s Business Travel Guide – David Kelly is interested in the Lorex LIVE 

Connect. He covered in an article that ran on Wednesday, March 7th: 

http://businesstravel.about.com/od/travelgadgets/fr/Review-Lorex-Live-Connect.htm.  
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